Stereoselective synthesis and rearrangement-fragmentation of arylidene N-alkoxydiketopiperazines.
A stereoselective synthesis of arylidene N-alkoxydiketopiperazines via oxime-ether formation and intramolecular acylation is described, followed by an acid-catalysed rearrangement-fragmentation to give novel diketopiperazine hemiaminal derivatives with useful bioactivity against certain tumour cell lines.